Meetings Nov/Dec 2001

This page is an attempt to link some online discussion

and two meetings happening in November and
December. The aim is to make some connections around ™ =

Acrobat and PDF, getting better support for this site and maybe
some work for Exetreme. com , web design including PDF.

The meetings are

The AGM of the South West Co-operative and Mutual Council in
Exeter 17 Nov

Details from Viv Calderbank viv.calderbank@co-op.co.uk
(Scheduled to finish about 3.30pm : there is web access at
Hyperactive Cafe on Queen Street till 6pm if people want to
check out web sites etc.)

Social Enterprise On-line, organised by Poptel Dec 7th

See their website or email marjorie.dobson@poptel.net or check
this PDF

The PDF was an early version done with Fineprint's pdfFactory,
free except you get an advert line at the bottom of your page.
Still it makes PDF possible without buying Acrobat and the
Reader is still free.

Also if you have good web access you can try out PDF creation
at

http://createpdf.adobe.com

Maybe this link still works for the CRISP newsletter on South
West UK
http://www.crisp.org.uk/news.html#Newsletters

The points | want to raise are all around Acrobat/PDF and
continue projects from working at London ICOM when funded by
the GLC. The IBM PC made a few things seem possible that now
actually are or at least don't seem far off. Publishing short runs
could be fairly cheap and data can be presented in ways that are
easy to follow. See below.

Data

There are various forms of database on co-ops and other
organisations. Co-ordinating this into one database for
publication can be difficult. Any report output that could be
printed could also be presented as PDF. Any set of PDFs can be
catalogued and searched. There is a version of the free Reader
with the search feature but it is quite a large download. It would
be good to identify sources of data and discuss how to work with
PDF.

Publishing

Follow the link below to see a selection of texts published in
PDF. As the Reader is more widely available it will be easier for
this sort of publishing to happen. So far no charges have been
made. eBooks through Amazon or WHSmith use a security
measure and credit card system whereby a file is restricted to a
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particular computer. There could be some use made of the
password protection if enough trust existed about how the
password was passed on. It could be known to members of an
organisation or mailed to people who bought minimal amounts
of something. Experimentation would be useful.

Gifts in Kind

In the USA Adobe offer software through 'Gifts in Kind' for
non-profit organisations. The costs are roughly enough to cover
admin for a CD. So far as | know there is little uptake on this in
the UK though it probably involves not much more than finding
the forms of words which present UK projects in terms familiar
in the US. This would need some organisation prepared to
investigate. Follow 'Philanthropy' on the corporate bit at
www.adobe.com

Acrobat Services

This is a project to promote Acrobat and continues some ideas
from IT Consumers, people who used to support database work
at London ICOM. Some of the services promoted are from the
social economy but more would be welcome. There is a link with
the Acrobat User Forum and a meeting on Network Publishing
on November 28th. This is at a straight ahead commercial
occasion- Digital Solutions at Excel. However the discussion is
intended as open and people from co-ops could benefit as much
as anyone. Acrobat Services will continue to try to promote
Social Economy Acrobat as a page. Training or development

work that took much time would probably be through
Exetreme.com (see below) Please link to this site if you have a
suitable page. You could use either graphic. Also please send in
relevant PDF files or suggest links.

Exetreme.com

Exetreme.com is a web design co-op based at Hyperactive Café
in Exeter. So far most work has been in html but the intention is
to look for more work with Flash and PDF. The site for the
Centre for Evidence-Based Social Services is closest to the sort
of site suitable for organisations. There will soon be a related
site with document management including some PDFs.

Exetreme.com is a member of the Adobe Fast Start program
which provides us full information on the corporate uses of
Acrobat such as group collaboration through online review and
markup. eForms are the central issue and Acrobat Approval is
available at less cost that the full product but more features
than the free Reader when it come to filling in forms. this could
well be the point at which the few people who read this far
finally start to click somewhere else but if you either are or
know someone who deals with forms and databases please get
in touch if online forms in PDF format are of any interest. One
perk from the Fast Start program is some sample software
which includes one copy of Messenger. this could be on loan for
a suitable site prepared to try it out. Requires NT, network and
scanner and much communication. Please get in touch if
interested.

By the way, web design from Exetreme.com is on a much higher
level than this page, simply knocked out in Pagemill. The design
department use advanced Macromedia products to the highest
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standards. You can see from the website that standards are so
high, very little gets to be loaded.

Will Pollard itc@geo2.poptel.org.uk

Continue with the PDF files as shown previously

The Acrobat Reader is available from the Adobe web site. SECIHI
this link takes you to full information on Acrobat ECﬂl‘lﬂl‘I‘I]\"
Acrobat
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